
 

 

Book Review: Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe 

Things Fall Apart, written by Chinua Achebe, is a seminal work in African 

literature that offers a profound exploration of pre-colonial Nigerian society 

and the disruptive effects of European colonialism. The novel centres around 

Okonkwo, a respected leader in the Igbo community, whose life unravels as 

his traditional world faces inevitable change. 

Achebe’s storytelling is rich and nuanced, capturing the complexities of Igbo 

culture with authenticity and respect. The novel begins by immersing the 

reader in the daily lives, rituals, and social structures of the Igbo people. 

Achebe’s use of language is particularly notable; he incorporates Igbo 

proverbs and idioms, lending the narrative a rhythmic and lyrical quality that 

enhances its cultural depth. 

The character of Okonkwo is intricately developed. He is depicted as a man 

driven by fear of weakness and failure, stemming from his disdain for his 

father’s perceived laziness. This fear propels him to great heights within his 

community but also leads to his tragic downfall. Achebe’s portrayal of 

Okonkwo’s internal and external conflicts makes him a compelling and 

sympathetic character, despite his flaws. 

The arrival of European missionaries and the subsequent colonization mark a 

turning point in the novel. Achebe does not shy away from depicting the 

devastating impacts of colonialism on indigenous cultures. The Igbo 

community’s social fabric begins to fray as traditional beliefs and practices 

are challenged by the new order. Through this lens, Achebe critiques the 

often-overlooked consequences of colonialism, highlighting themes of 

cultural clash and loss of identity. 

Overall, Things Fall Apart is a powerful and thought-provoking novel. Achebe 

masterfully balances a deeply personal story with broader social and political 

commentary, making it a compelling read. I highly recommend this book to 

anyone interested in understanding the complexities of African cultures and 

the profound effects of colonialism. Achebe’s eloquent narrative and vivid 

characters will leave a lasting impression on readers, making Things Fall Apart 

an enduring classic in world literature. 

 


