Lesson Title: How to Describe a Place in the
ISLPR Speaking Test

Lesson Objective:

By the end of this lesson, students will confidently and effectively describe places
clearly and vividly in spoken English, using appropriate strategies, vocabulary, and

structured responses suitable for the ISLPR speaking test.

Detailed Lesson Notes:

Describing a place is a common speaking task in the ISLPR speaking test. Clear
descriptions allow you to showcase your language skills, including vocabulary use,

sentence structure, and ability to organize ideas logically.
This lesson covers three key sections:

1. Strategies and Steps for Describing a Place

2. Vocabulary for Describing a Place

3. lllustrative Example

1. Strategies and Steps for Describing a Place

Clearly describing a place involves structured, organized speech. Use the following

structured steps:

Step-by-step Strategy:

Step 1: Clearly Introduce the Place (General Introduction)
« Begin by clearly identifying the place and providing essential context.
« Mention its name, type (e.g., city, park, building), and location.

Example:



“Today, I'd like to describe Bondi Beach, which is located in Sydney, Australia. It's one of

Australia's most famous beaches.”
Step 2: Describe General Appearance or Characteristics

e Provide a clear, vivid overview of the place.

o Use adjectives and sensory language to help listeners visualize clearly.
Example:

“‘Bondi Beach is a beautiful, wide, sandy beach with stunning blue waters and golden

sand.”
Step 3: Describe Specific Features or Points of Interest
o Clearly mention distinctive details or landmarks.
« Choose two or three key features to describe clearly.
Example:

“At one end, there’s a bustling promenade filled with cafes, restaurants, and boutiques.
On the opposite side, there’s the famous Bondi Icebergs Club with its ocean-side

swimming pools.”

Step 4: Talk about Activities or Experiences Available
o Clearly explain what people commonly do or experience there.
e Include personal examples or common activities.

Example:

“Visitors at Bondi Beach often swim, sunbathe, and surf. It's also popular for beach

volleyball and coastal walks.”
Step 5: Provide Personal Reflection or Opinion
« Briefly state your personal connection or feelings clearly about the place.

Example:



“Personally, | find Bondi Beach incredibly relaxing and enjoyable. It's my favorite place

to unwind and enjoy the fresh ocean air.”

Important Tips for Speaking Clearly:

” o« ” o«

o Use transitional phrases (e.g., “firstly,” “also,” “another interesting aspect is”) to

guide the listener.
o Clearly maintain a logical order (general — specific).

o Use sensory details (sight, sound, smell, taste, touch) to vividly describe the

place.

2. Vocabulary for Describing a Place
Having rich, precise vocabulary is essential for clear descriptions:

Vocabulary Categories:

CATEGORY USEFUL VOCABULARY

GENERAL Beautiful, scenic, picturesque, bustling, tranquil, vibrant,
APPEARANCE historic, modern, spacious, compact

LOCATION Located, situated, found, lies, near, adjacent to,

surrounded by

ATMOSPHERE Relaxing, lively, peaceful, vibrant, noisy, calm,

welcoming, exciting

LANDMARKS Monument, museum, cathedral, promenade, pier,

landmark, historical site

GEOGRAPHICAL Coastline, cliffs, hills, mountains, lakes, rivers, forests,
FEATURES beaches
BUILDINGS AND Towering skyscrapers, quaint houses, elegant

STRUCTURES architecture, historic buildings




ACTIVITIES Sightseeing, hiking, swimming, dining, shopping,

exploring, surfing

SENSORY LANGUAGE Fresh air, salty breeze, soft sand, delicious aromas,

colorful scenery, bustling sounds

Example Vocabulary in Sentences:

e “Melbourne is a vibrant and bustling city known for its historic buildings and

lively atmosphere.”

« “Visitors often enjoy exploring the picturesque coastline and relaxing in the

tranquil gardens.”

3. lllustrative Example
Example Response (Clearly Structured):

"I'd like to describe Uluru, also known as Ayers Rock, in Central Australia. Uluru is an
enormous sandstone monolith located in the heart of the Australian Outback. Firstly, it's
famous for its striking reddish color, especially vivid at sunrise and sunset. The

surrounding area is quiet, peaceful, and filled with natural beauty.

Visitors to Uluru can enjoy guided walks around its base, exploring caves decorated
with ancient Aboriginal rock art. There are opportunities to learn about Indigenous
Australian culture and history through guided tours. Additionally, the area around Uluru

offers stunning landscapes, perfect for photography and quiet contemplation.

Personally, visiting Uluru was a deeply moving experience. Its beauty and cultural
significance left a lasting impression on me. It’s truly one of Australia’s most remarkable

landmarks."
Conclusion:

Clearly and vividly describing a place in the ISLPR Speaking Test demonstrates your
linguistic skills and ability to organize information logically and expressively. By following

structured steps, strategically using vocabulary, and clearly articulating sensory details



and personal reflections, you will be well-equipped to succeed in describing places

effectively and impressively in your ISLPR Speaking assessment.



